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| Moose lodge t00 hip to be square

n their way home E The addition of so many

from the train after aine younger members has raised

working late, a cou- -|0||ﬂ30l| the hackles of some old-tim-
ple Otfh bulalmessrrllde(:,l(l1 po;f)ped View from ers,lllmt Pelgmtghsald they
into the Moose ge fora might just be the saviors.
quick beer. Doymars G “I believe we would have

They were quickly lost the building if not for the
informed that the Moose, a : infusien of new members,”
private fraternal organization popcorn and occasional $7 Pellmg said. “We weren't
that has existed in Downers  huckets of beer; which are it
Grove since 1930, serves popular among young and It-costs.about $6,000 per
only members. old, those activities include a  month to keep the doors of

So they joined on the refurbished pool table from the 55year-old huilding open,
spot, securing the necessary  the 1950s, PacMan and other  he said. “The old members
sponsorship from one ofthe  vintage v1deo games,anda  didn'tcome out at night”
denizens at the bar, beanbag league, which has e niew members and

The twe are.:among more become “the hot bag league their families have revitalized
than 600 new memberswho  intown,” Pellmg said. the lodge, and the Moose
have flocked to the Moose in In fact, “hot” is the-adjec-  have responded by becoming
the last two years, attracted tive Ive beard apphedto the morefamilyﬁmndly
by its convenience, itsfam- ~ Moose again and again. The main floor social area
ily-friendly atmosphere and “It has become notice- now includes a kids room
its retro vibe, ably more hipin the lastfew  outfitted with a television,

Since May 2007, member- years,” said one new member.  Nintendo and video games,
ship in the organization has “It’s really the ‘ant?’ mghtclub and donated toys. There’s
more than doubled to about ~ — the place to be when you're ~ also a one-way mirror that -
1,000 men. Women canjoinas  too cool for the room where allows parents to keep track
Women of the Moose, everyone is too'cool.” of their kids.

“We’re lucky to be part It has undoubtedly become “We're children friendly,”
of the Downers Grove the unpretentious place tosee  Pelling said. “You couldn’t
downtown area, with andbeseen, where younger  believé how many members
nelghborhoods all around community leaders, such bring their kids in. No.one _
us,” says Mike Pelling, the ~ as Mayor Ron Sandack,can - complains — as long as
lodge administrator, “Alot  mingle with long-time lodge they don't sit on a bar stool
of members can walk to members without feelingike =~ — and parents fike that.”
us. We're close to the train.  they’re on show . The lodge is also com-
And we've added things “The mayor is just anoﬂaer munity fiiendly, with a major
younger men like to do.” member when he comes m, S

Aside from the free Pelling said. See JOHNSON, Page 7
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From Page 6

goal of “getting people from
charitable organizations to
use our hall,” Pe]]mg said.
During my son’s Cub
Sceut years, we spent
many an hour attending
Pinewood Derbys and

. Blue-and-Gold banquets in

the lodge’s upstairs hall,

In recent weeks, the DG
Cares organization hosted
a school board candidates’
foriim in the lower level, and
several local schools and
churches have events sched-
uled there this spring.

“We give it away for free,”
Pelling says of the space,
although groups that vrant to
serve liquor have to pay for
a $156 village License. “But
we'll donate the bartender;” -
he said.

The lodge also hosts
Friday-night Tish ffies: for
$6.50 to $9 — “Lent’is going
to be huge” —and special
events siich asa Super Bowl

The cost of membershlp
is also modest: $35 per year
with a $20 initiation fee.

“The question remains
whether the Moose’s new
members will continue to
bask in the lodge’s reso-
lutely retro atmosphere of
terrazzo floors, wellworn
bar and s1mp1e furnishings.

“The Moose could be so
much.more popular than it
is — they just need some-
one to market it,” said one

LISV LLAVARLIGL

“You couldn’t invent a
place as anti-cool and hip as
the Moose Lodge.”

Elaine Johnson has been
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since 1994. Contact her
¢/o Sun Publications,
PO. Box 4830, Naper-

“ville, IL 60567 orat

dgcalummst@comcast net.

FREE
Delivery ¢ Installation » Play Kit

30%-50% OFF! Save Now!!

CUE-N-CUSHION BILLIARD SALES

GENEVA-Open Sunday

Roasevelt Road

0.2

ELMHURST
622 W. Lake Street
630.834.1220

www.cue-n-cushion.co

7 nights, WE, Mar 4-18, Infudes
#105food & beverage credit per
oom, per stayl

S nights, AUINCLUSIVE! SU/MO,
Feb-15-Mar 9

CAPPLE VACATIONS

e se 1o 099"

Cremse o 949"

Riv Jalisco 5% $ 99+
Riviera Nayarit from 949
7 nights, AUINCLUSIVEL TH,
Feb 26-Mar 12

Dreams Palm Beach §

pos Cana 68 on” 1 1997
7 nights, Unfimited-Luxury® TU/WE,
Feh 17-Mar 18

Aiifines. Hotel |

‘taxes/fees ($87

| MyTtaMeJAgeni
(30-)9_61‘3_6%' ATATYAT,

*Prices are per pefscn based on’double omupan mcludmg round-irip dir from O'Hare on USA 3000
include transfers and hmal

services of gn pple ep. “AlHnclusive” and “Unlimited:
and more. Prices ‘do not. include $2.50 per segment September-11 Security Fee, other governmente!
-‘138 per persoh): $10 Domvinican Republia toirist card fae not inclugied. Checked bag fees

from the air carrier may apply, ranging from $10-$100 per, Please 58 the in

avelagent.us

gage handling, hatel taxes, fuel surcharge and the
Tesorts include all meals, drinks, watersparts

hair ‘tlvamars wehﬂm

for & full dtailed description of baggage cnarges See ﬂ)bzgﬂ
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